
 
2018-19 Class Syllabus   8th Grade Math Essentials 
   Sonoran Trails Middle School 
 
Mrs. Nicole Dahlke 
E-mail: ndahlke@ccusd93.net  (best contact) 
Office Hours*: Tuesday 7 am (or by appointment) 

*Please let me know if you plan to attend my office hours to avoid scheduling conflicts. 
 
Course Description  
Students in 8th grade Math Essentials are exposed to Arizona State Standards with the 
intention of familiarizing them with content they will encounter on AZMerit exams. 
However, targeted instruction and personalized learning are integrated into our 
classroom structure to provide our Essentials students with an opportunity to practice 
and build upon basic skills and improve the understanding of foundational math.  
  
Materials for class 

1. Agenda or Planner  
2. Composition Notebook (for math only) 
3. Pocket folder (or dedicated folder in larger binder) 
4. Pencils w/erasers (pen is not acceptable for assignments) 
5. Glue stick or scotch tape 
6. Highlighter  
7. Pen(s) (for grading and notes) 

 
Notebooks 
All students are expected to maintain a notebook for Math Essentials class.  There will 
be occasions when students will be allowed to use their notebook during a test or quiz. 
It is the student’s responsibility to keep their notebook updated and complete.  
 
Class Assignments and Homework  
For full credit, classwork and homework must be turned in on the assigned due date. 
Written homework is due at the beginning of class.  Classwork is due at the end of the 
assigned class period. 
 
Late Work 
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Assignments not submitted by their due date will be accepted for no more than half 
credit. To receive any credit, assignments must be turned in before the corresponding 
unit test. Late work will not be accepted after the unit test.  
Absences*   
Students are expected to monitor the teacher’s website and Google classroom for any 
work assigned during an absence.  A student may be allowed one day for each day 
absent, to complete work missed for full credit.  After the extension period any missed 
work will be subject to the “Late Work” policy.  
 
*However, when a student is absent on a quiz/test day, who was otherwise in 
attendance during instruction, he/she will be expected to complete the quiz/test 
when they return to class.  
 
Grading Method  
Homework/Classwork: 20% of overall grade 
Evaluations: 80% of overall grade (quizzes & tests) 
  
Parents and students are encouraged to check grades on Infinite Campus regularly. 
Classwork and homework grades will be posted weekly.  Tests and quizzes will be 
posted online once all students have had an opportunity to take the test or quiz.  
 
Grading Scale 
90-100         A 
80-89                      B 

70-79                      C 
60-69                      D 

59-Lower      F 

 
Note: There will be few extra credit opportunities during the semester.  Students are 
encouraged to take advantage of them when offered. 
  
Class Expectations 
Everyday, students are expected to be: 
  

1. Prompt  
This means you are on time, in your seat working on bellwork when the bell 
rings. If you are walking in the door when the bell rings w/o a note, you are late! 
Standing around the classroom chatting with friends, you are late!  

 
     2.  Prepared  

This means you have all your materials with you to be successful in the 
classroom...pencils, pens, notebook!  
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     3.  Productive 

You are maximizing your learning by remaining on task, actively listening and 
following directions.  You come prepared to work and participate appropriately in 
class discussions/activities.  

 
     4.  Polite 

Respect yourself, your classmates, your teacher and your classroom. Please be 
kind to one another...treat others how you would like to be treated!! Respect each 
others’ right to a good, safe learning and working environment.  

 
Additional Classroom Policies and Procedures 
While in class, students should conduct themselves within the STMS School Rules:  

1. Be Nice  
2. Work Hard  
3. Have Fun!  

 
However, interfering with another student’s right to a safe, secure and harmonious 
learning environment will not be tolerated. 
 
The policies and procedures for our Essentials Math class are in keeping with the 
school-wide policies outlined in the STMS Student Handbook. Student Handbook   
 
Cell Phones ~ 
Students are asked to "Park" their devices in the “Cell Phone Parking Lot” at the front of 
the room. Phones and other devices may be permitted as directed by the teacher, but 
only for educational purposes.  Express permission must be obtained before use. 
 
A student who chooses to disregard this policy will have their phone confiscated and 
sent to the office to be retrieved by a parent/guardian at the end of the day.  Habitual 
offenders may have their campus cell phone privileges revoked.  
 
Foods and Beverages ~  
Only water is permitted in the classrooms.  However, not when utilizing school-owned 
technology. Please no outside food, candy or drink in the class. Students will be asked 
to throw out anything that is not water. 
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Music/Headphones/Earbuds ~  
No student-selected music is allowed during the class period. Earbuds must be 
removed upon entering the class. When appropriate, the teacher will select music 
conducive to learning to be played as background during quiet work time.  
 
Students may be permitted to use their own compatible headphones or earbuds with 
school technology to review videos or other materials assigned during class.  
 
Hall and Bathroom Passes ~  
Students are expected to go to the bathroom and/or get a drink of water during the 5 
minute passing periods between classes.  Students will not be permitted to leave the 
classroom during instruction.  And no pass will be given during the last 10 minutes 
of class. 
 
Positive Consequences ~  
Students can earn up to 5 points each day for appropriate participation in class 
discussions and activities.  Points are awarded to students who are Prompt, Prepared, 
Productive, and Polite.  
 
Individual students can accumulated points to earn, homework passes, free time, and 
other prizes. The entire class has the opportunity to earn a party by accumulating an 
established number of points each semester.  
 
Negative Consequences ~ 
If a student is off task and/or being disruptive:  

1. The student will be asked to “Think About It” and given the opportunity to 
self-correct. As a warning, their behavior clip will be moved down on the chart.  
*3 points is the most they can potentially earn for the day. 

 
Should the student continue the off task and/or disruptive behavior:  

2. The student will be removed from class activities and placed in the Recovery 
seat until he/she feels they can rejoin the group and participate appropriately. 
Again, the behavior clip will move down the chart.  
*1 point is the most the student can potentially earn for the day.  
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If the student rejoins the group and continues being disruptive, or the student disrupts 
the class while in the Recovery seat:  

3. The student will sent to our Recovery classroom with a reflection, or “Think” 
sheet to complete regarding their behavior. The student may return to class when 
the reflection sheet is adequately completed.  And the student feels prepared to 
participate appropriately.  
* The student will earn no participation points for the class period. Parents will 
notified of the disciplinary action via a phone call and/or email.  

 
 
A student who finds him or herself unable to self-regulate through this Recovery system 
will be referred to Administration for more formal discipline.  A formal referral will be 
made in the student’s record.  
 
 

Remember, you are FREE to CHOOSE, but you are NOT FREE 
from the CONSEQUENCES of your CHOICE!   
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Parents, please review the syllabus, expectations and procedures with your student.           
Let me know if you have questions or concerns, or require clarification on any portion of                
this document.  
 
Please sign and return this signature page, acknowledging you have received and            
reviewed the entire syllabus.  
 

2018-19 Acknowledgement  
 

Please sign date and return this page only to Ms. Dahlke by Friday, 1/11/19  
 
8th Gr Math Essentials 
 
Student 

 
I, ________________________________ (student name), have read through the 
syllabus and agree to follow the policies and procedures set forth by Mrs. Dahlke. 

 
Parent/Guardian 

 
I am the parent/guardian of the aforementioned student and have read and understand 
the syllabus and consequences for failure to comply. I understand that I can regularly 
check my student’s grades/progress and should contact Mrs. Dahlke via email, 
telephone or note if I have questions, comments or specific concerns about my child.  

 
Student Signature _______________________________________Date ___________  
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________Date ___________  
 
 
I prefer to receive communications from school by:    Phone   Email  (please circle one)  
 
Best contact #/email  ____________________________________________________  
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